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The  65th  Annual  Report  of  the  Health  and 
Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  District  of  the  Masham 
Rural  District  Council  during  the  year  1988. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  as  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  Masham  Rural  District  Counci] 
during  the  year  1988. 

CO  i/ 

It  is  with  great  regret  that  I  have  to  place  on 
record  the  death  of  your  late  Medical  Officer  (Dr.  H.  M. 
Cockcroft)  which  occurred  on  July  9th. 

Public  Health  Officers  for  the  District. 


1  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


i 

i 


Dr.  H.  M.  Cockcroft 
(up  to  July  9th). 

Dr.  J.  Wilkinson 

(appointed  July  27th). 


1  Sanitary  Inspector  -  Mr.  Jas.  Lambert. 


SECTION  A. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  of  District  -  24,835  acres. 

Population  1931  Census  .  1,955. 

Mid  1938  (Estimated)  1,865. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1938)  ....  .  535 

Rateable  Value  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  £18,396 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  ...  ....  £77-8-4 

Social  Conditions.  The  chief  industry  is  Agriculture  and 
a  large  portion  of  the  Area  is  open  Moorland. 

Local  labour  also  finds  employment  in  dairying, 

quarrying,  malt-roasting,  and  brewing  all  of  which  are 

carried  on  in  the  vicinity. 

The  amount  of  unemployed  is  small. 


EXTRACTS  from  VITAL  STATISTICS  for  1938. 


Total  M 

F 

Live  Births  j 

1  Illegitimate 

27  21 

1  1 

6  j 
0  ( 

>  Birth-rate  per  1,000  of  estimated 

1  Resident  Population,  15 

Still  Births  Legitimate 

0  0 

0 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and 
still)  births,  0 

Total 

M  F 

DEATHS 

30 

17  13 

Death-rate  per  1000  of  the  estimated  resident  population,  16’ 1 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  ....  ...»  ....  0 

Death-rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  :  - 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  .  .  71 


Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  71 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  0 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ....  ....  .  5 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  ....  ....  ....  0 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ....  .  0 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ....  0 

There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  evidence  that  unemploy¬ 
ment  has  exercised  any  significant  influence  on  the  health  or 
physique  of  children  or  adults. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  : — 

Cancer  ....  5 

Heart  Disease  ....  4 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  3 
Senility  ....  ....  3 

The  following  table  gives  the  age  groups  at  death  of  the 
22  deaths  registered  in  the  district  : — 

Under  60  years  60  —  70  70  80  80  and  over 

3  5  10  4 


.  .. 


. 


. 


, 
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SECTION  B. 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 


(a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

These  are  provided  by  the  North  Riding  County  Council. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities.  * 

For  Infectious  Cases.— 1  cab  kept  at  the  Isolation 
Hospital. 

For  General  Cases.  There  is  no  Motor  Ambulance  in 
the  District  but  3  are  readily  available  at  Ripon, 
Leyburn,  and  Northallerton.  The  Ambulance  at  Ripon 
is  well  supported  by  local  subscribers  and  the  service  is 
quite  adequate  for  the  District. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

Up  to  September  30th  two  trained  Nurses  were  practising 
in  the  District,  viz  :  —  one  for  Masham,  Swinton,  Ellington 
and  Burton-on- Yore,  who  was  maintained  by  the  Masham 
Nursing  Association,  and  one  for  Fearby,  Healey,  Ilton, 
Ellingstring  and  Colsterdale  who  was  maintained  by  the 
Fearby  and  Healey  Nursing  Association.  These  were 
both  supported  by  Public  Subscription. 

In  October  an  amalgamation  of  these  separate  Associa¬ 
tions  was  effected  and  since  then  the  whole  of  the  area 
has  been  in  the  charge  of  one  Nurse. 

(d)  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

A  Babies  Clinic  is  held  in  the  Masham  Town  Hall  every 
fortnight  and  the  Doctor  attends  once  a  month.  There 
are  no  other  Treatment  Centres  or  Clinics  in  the  District  . 

(e)  Hospitals.  Public  and  Voluntary. 

(a)  Public.  One  Isolation  Hospital  in  the  Marfield, 
near  Masham  This  is  quite  sufficient  for  the  needs  of 
the  District. 
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SECTION  C 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 


1.  Water. 

i  Mash  am  Water  Supply  : 

During  November  it  was  found  that  the  galvanised  iron 
water  connections  from  the  mains  to  houses  etc.,  were 
badly  corroded  and  leaking  ;  steps  were  taken  to  replace  all 
such  connections  by  tin-washed  lead  pipes. 

A  serious  burst  occurred  in  the  2  inch  iron  pipe  on 
Swinney  Side  and  a  section  which  was  in  very  bad 
condition  was  cut  off. 

Owing  to  this  burst  the  supply  in  the  Reservoir  was 
depleted  and  a  shortage  of  water  experienced  at  Fearby 
and  Healev  for  a  day. 

ii.  Ellingstring  Water  Supply: 

During  the  year  a  new  supply  of  water  was  laid  on  to 
Ellingstring  Village  and  has  proved  a  great  asset ;  the 
source  of  the  supply  is  in  Bales  Allotment  about  a  mile 
from  the  Village  ;  the  water  which  is  from  natural  springs 
is  of  excellent  quality  and  the  yield  varies  from  18,000 
gallons  per  day  in  Summer  to  20,000  gallons  per  day  in 
Winter. 

iii.  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Blockages  occurred  in  the  sewers  in  Red  Lane  and  Cross 
Hills.  The  necessary  alterations  and  repairs  were  carried 
out. 


2.  Rtvers  and  Streams. 

Pollution.  No  action  has  been  necessary. 


i.  Closet  Accommodation. 


Nearly  all  Closets  in  Masham  have  been  replaced  by  a 
water-carriage  system  and  very  few  earth  Closets  remain 
— action  is  being  taken  with  regard  to  them. 

ii  Public  Cleansing. 

A  further  extension  of  the  Scavenging  area  has  been 
arranged  and  refuse  is  now  collected  from  Cottages 
situated  at  Mill  Hill,  the  Station  Field,  Low  Burton 
and  the  Station. 

iii.  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

Regular  inspections  have  been  made. 

A  dealer  exchanging  gold  fish  for  rags,  etc.,  with  School 
Children  was  prosecuted  by  the  police  after  a  report  had 
been  made  to  them  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

iv.  Shops. 

Have  been  inspected  and  found  in  a  Sanitary  condition. 

v.  Camping  Sites. 

No  licences  have  been  issued  by  the  Authority  during 
the  year.  It  is  only  occasionally  that  genuine  holiday 
campers  are  to  be  found  either  on  the  river  side  or  on 
Roomer. 

Campers  of  the  gipsy  class  are  required  to  move  on 
immediately. 

vi.  Smoke  Abatement. 

Several  complaints  wrere  received  by  the  Council  regard¬ 
ing  unpleasant  fumes  from  a  malt  roasting  plant  in  the 
town.  A  notice  was  served  and  the  nuisance  abated  to 
some  degree. 

vii.  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

There  are  none  in  the  District. 

The  River  Yore  supplies  the  necessary  facilities  for 
Swimming. 


- 


■ 
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It  has  been  suggested  to  me  that  the  provision  of  a 
Life-belt  and  cord  hanging  up  on  a  suitable  frame  on 
the  river  bank  near  the  site  of  the  old  light  railway 
bridge  is  very  necessary  in  view  of  the  numbers  of 
children  who  use  this  particular  portion  of  the  river. 

With  this  I  most  certainly  agree. 

viii.  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

There  has  been  no  call  for  any  action  in  this  direction. 

4.  Schools. 

Sanitary  conditions  and  water  supply  are  satisfactory. 

The  incidence  of  Infectious  disease  amongst  School 
Children  was  very  light  during  1938. 

Two  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  at  Ellingstring  but 
isolation  apparently  prevented  any  further  spread. 

Whooping  Cough  was  responsible  for  some  loss  of 
attendance  and  Ilton  School  was  closed  in  July  for  a 
period  of  14  days— as  this  closure  ran  concurrently 
with  the  Summer  holiday  this  condition  had  abated 
when  the  School  was  re-opened.  This  school  was 
permanently  closed  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

SECTION  1). 

HOUSING. 

1 .  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year. 

i.  (a)  Total  number  of  Dwelling  Houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  9 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  9 

ii.  (a)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (i)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidation  Regulations,  1925  and 
1932  ....  ....  .  ....  0 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  0 

iii.  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation.  ....  ....  0 

iv.  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  (excluding  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ....  0 


‘ 
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2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without 
Service  of  Formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  Dwelling  Houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers  ....  .  ....  0 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  :  — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10,  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  :  — 

i.  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ....  0 

ii.  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices  :  — 

(a)  By  Owners  ....  ....  .  0 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  0 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  :  — 

i.  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  0 

ii.  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  :  - 

(a)  By  Owners.  ....  .  ....  0 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  0 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  1 1  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  :  — 

i.  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ....  ....  0 

ii.  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ....  ....  ....  0 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936: 

i.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ....  0 

ii.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ....  0 
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4.  Housing  Act,  1936— Part  iv —Overcrowding  :  — 

(a)  i.  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  year  ....  ....  .  .  0 

ii.  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ....  0 

iii.  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ....  0 

(b)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  .  ....  ....  .  0 

(c)  i.  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  .  ....  ....  ....  1 

ii.  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  8 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  Dwelling  Houses 
have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Author¬ 
ity  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  0 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding 

conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
may  consider  it  desirable  to  report  ....  ....  Nil 


SUCTION  E. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 


(a)  Milk  Supply. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  a  gradual  increase  in  the 
numbers  of  suppliers  of  designated  (T.T.)  milk  ;  also 
considerable  structural  improvements  in  cowsheds  during 
the  year. 

Farms  and  Dairies  selling  milk  have  been  inspected  and 
Sediment  tests  have  been  made  at  regular  intervals  at  the 
two  dairies  and  if  not  satisfactory  immediate  action  has 
been  taken. 

(b)  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

Meat,  Slaughter  Houses,  Shops,  Vehicles  and  places 
where  food  is  prepared  have  been  inspected  and  found 
clean. 


(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 


1 

/ 


Not  administered  by  Masham  R.D.C. 


\ 
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Administration  of  Factory  Acts. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  that  no  nuisances  have 
been  brought  to  his  notice  in  connection  with  the  22 
factories  and  workshops  in  the  area. 

The  sanitary  arrangements  were  satisfactory. 


SECTION  F. 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over  Infectious  and  other 


Diseases. 


Notifiable  Infectious  Disease  has  not  occurred  in 
epidemic  form  and  the  immediate  use  of  the  Isolation 
Hospital  has  been  instrumental  in  checking  any  spread 
from  those  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  which  arose  on  three 
separate  occasions. 

Notifiable  Diseases. 

Total  Cases  Cases  admitted  Age  Group  (years) 
Disease  notified  to  Hospital  4-5  5-10  15-20  20-35 

Scarlet  Fever  ....  6  5  1  2  2  1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

One  case  was  notified  and  reported  to  the  County 
Medical  Officer — treatment  was  arranged  at  the 
Harrogate  and  District  General  Hospital. 

Influenza  was  prevalent. 

Tuberculosis. 


No  new  case  has  been  notified  and  the  district  is  free 
from  this  form  of  disease. 

T  am,  Gentlemen. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  WILKINSON,  mb.,  ch.b.  (hnrs.) 

M.O.H.  Masham  R.D.C. 


August,  1939. 


